
	

	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Advancing knowledge. Honoring life.  
 
Twenty-five years ago MERI was founded as an extension of the Hippocratic Oath: make surgeons better 
healthcare providers by supporting medical training opportunities. The Genesis Legacy Whole Body 
Donation Foundation, our whole-body donor program, enables our critical work. Together we best 
support the larger medical community and build on each other for the greater good based on trust, 
honesty and respect. 
 
“There are several elements that distinguish us from other providers, one being that we are a 501(c)3 
non-profit, mission-driven organization. It is our obligation to provide an arena for physicians, device 
makers, and others to learn, research, test, and refine,” Dr. Kevin Foley, founder. 
 

Our guiding principle is to advance knowledge and honor life.  
We are firmly dedicated to the ethical and compassionate treatment of our donors.  

 
We are one of the oldest bioskills labs and non-transplant tissue banks in the country and as such, we 
consider it our duty to exemplify the best of our industry. We have observed other, less ethical facilities, 
tarnish our industry and take advantage of families at their most vulnerable. We are disturbed and 
saddened by these reports; we extend our sympathies to the families impacted.  
 
As an organization that places donor trust paramount to everything else we have pursued and 
achieved accreditation by the American Association of Tissue Banks (AATB) for many years. 
Accreditation means that we, voluntarily, choose to adhere to the highest standards and code of 
conduct, including regular inspection. We are an institutional member of The Association for Bioskills 
Laboratory Excellence (ABLE), and we regularly review state and federal guidelines. We obtain any 
necessary licensing, as with the New York State Department of Health, to ensure we are following all 
current laws and regulations.  
 
We are called to honor the gift of the donor and their commitment to our mission. We are dedicated to 
a policy of transparency. We treat each Genesis donor with the utmost respect and dignity. It is, in our 
opinion, the least we can do for those who gave themselves for medical advancements that will save 
future generations and improve healthcare for all.    
 

We challenge all in our industry to strive every day  
to reflect the trust donors have placed in us. 

 

Jason Owens, Executive Director 


